
Product Development 
 

Objectives: 
Students will learn how movies are made and what kind of team it takes to create an animation. 
 
Time:  1 hour for lesson or 3 hours (If you want to show a Pixar film) 
  
Materials: 

1. Markers 
2. Paper 
3. Pencils  
4. Crayons 

 
 
Leader’s Note:  

1. Discuss with the class how an animation film is created. The steps are below… 
a. Develop story idea  
b. Summarize story idea 
c. Storyboard – which is a hand drawn version of the film with text for dialogue (Looks 

like a comic strip). 
d. Voice talent – for character voices 
e. Reel – is a videotape that allows the storyboard to tell the story without a person. 
f. Model – 3d models are created for characters 
g. Set – environment created for film’s story 
h. Shots – translate story in scenes which makes the characters come alive with 

movement and emotions  
i. Animation – software is created to choreograph the characters movements and 

emotion 
j. For more information, please do an Internet search for Pixar’s animation process. 
k. You can have students watch YouTube videos on how Pixar develops animation. 

  
 Activity 
 
1. Break the students up into groups of three or four. 
2. Each group must develop a story (cartoon) and summarize it. 
3. They will develop a story board with dialogue (similar to a comic strip). 
4.  They will then perform their story to the class acting as the characters. 
5. Encourage the class to utilize their voice talent and be creative. 
6. You can give them a theme for the cartoon or have them choose the theme. 
7. After debriefing the activity, you can have the student watch a Pixar film.  
 
Debrief Activity 
 
1. Ask the students what they learned about the animation process. 
2. Ask students what was their favorite part about the process. 
3. Ask students how will they look at animation differently given today’s lesson.  


